
THE HOOKWORM CAMPAIGN IN ALAMANCE COUNTY. 

GETT I NG THE APPROPRIATION . 

In June. 1013. "'hile conducting the H oobyorm Campaign in Ca .-·wen 
Count y. I ,ya a ~ked by the Raleigh Department to yisit Alamance County 
on July 7 and go befor e the board of commissioner s and secure an apprOpl'itl­
t ion pr eliminar:- to condu ·ting a campaign in that county. The task ,,·a .· 
undertaken " 'ith man~' misgiYings. f or I ha 1 often heard that to get an 
apv rop ria tion from Ala mance wa a hopeless undertaking. and had been 
shunned b:- other directors. I determined. hO\Teyer. to make an effort and 
to lea ye no s tOlle un tul'l1ed in making m~' yisit successful. 

I hega n immedia tely by ',Titing letter s to the county commis:-:ioners . tdling 
them of m:- oming. I then "Tote ea ch of the thi rty- fi.\' e physicians of the 
county. a. kin .~ his a iel. Articles wer e 'ent to the fiye new paper of tile 
county. T o f olIo'" up this preliminary ,york. I decided to spend one 01' t,,·o 
cla ys in Alamance before the first Monday. and r eached Graham on Frida~· . 

July -:1:. 

}Iy firs t inteniew' " 'as ',ith the county attorney. and from him I leal'lled 
the cha racteris tics of the memher.: of the hoard of C01..lllty commissionen-: . 
There " ere fiy e commissioner s : t,,·o were progl'es iYe, one de 'ideclly unpro­
.:..;ressi\·e. a n 1 t,yO neutral. On Sa turda y m Ol'lling I yi. ited Dr. Long. the 
county physician. H e was yery kind, and a ured m e of his a ssistance. 
Toge ther we 'Yent to . axapaha ''I' . a dis tance of 12 miles. to intenie'Y th0 
cha irman of the ommissioners. 1\11'. ,Yilliam 'on " 'a s yer r much impresseu 
with the r esults of our " 'ork in other countie~ . and especially among tll e 
cotton mills . he him self being in the mill busine.·s. In the afternoon I droye 
out to see ODe of the "neutral" commissioners . amI found him negatiye. H e 
a~1'eed t o all I ha d to sa ~- as to the yalue of the ·ampaign. but said the 

· ount~· ,yas already in l ebt. and needed to bu)' :'ome mules . 
Behye n . 'atunIay and }Ion la~' I yisited a s many ph)'sicians a s possihle. 

a nd wa s gr ea tly surprised to find that they , poke inclifferently about I ublic 
hea lth ,york a nd wer e n ot ye r~' much impre. ed ,,·ith the importance of a 
h ok"'orm ·ampai crn. One of the leadin g physicians of Graham aid he ha d 
ne\'(' l' treated any ca.·es of hook,yorm disease- tha t he had al"'ays been 
too 1 usy ,,·ith his lwa 'tice to bother ,yith unim portant theories. 

On the fir ·t ::\Iond a )' I found the commissioner ' yery busy with que tiOll ~ 

such as deciding the changing of r oads. school dis tricts . the building of bridg('~ . 

and other local ma tter s. I was promised one-half hour at -:I: p. m. At nOOll I 
'''a :-: able to inten-ie,,' h"o other ·ommissioners . ::\11'. Cates a ssured m e that be 
'''as hea rtily in fa yor of our " 'ork and would , ote f or it, while Mr. F ogleman 
wouldn 't commit himself either ,,·a y. 

Ju,·t a fter c1inu er I yisited the board of education, then in session. and 
explajned to them the c1 etails of our campaign. They were yery much inter ­
es tec1 . a nd pa , 'sed a resolution a sking the commissioners to yote the appro­
pria tion. and a lso orc1ered ::\11'. R obertson. the superintendent of school s, t o 
go befor the ' ommjssi on e r;~ ,,·ith me. The chairman . }Ir. Scott, al 0 a .'ured 
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